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to Naehod in our case), so as to arrive there with the
whole of your army corps, and so that an hour before
your grenadiers enter, nobody in Coburg should suspect
hostilities to have begun: having arrived at Coburg on
the 8th, you will take position ahead of that town and
arrange everything so as to be at Grafenthal on the
10th, when you must hold yourself ready to lend us
your support."

Again, to Marshal Soult:

" The Emperor orders that you take measures to
enter Baireuth on the 8th at as early an hour as possible.
You will enter there in mass, so that, one hour after the
first of your hussars arrive, your whole army corps
should be at Baireuth and be able to advance a few
leagues further on. . . ."

DEVELOPMENT OF THE ACTION FROM 3 O'CLOCK TO 8.30

(See Sketch A)

On June 27th, 1866, the Fifth Prussian Corps left
its bivouacs and cantonments at 5 o'clock for Nachod.
The advance guard, which was well ahead, only began
its march at 6.

At 8, the head of the advance guard (two battalions
[2nd and 3rd of the 37th], two Jager companies, two
squadrons of the 4th Dragoons, dhe battery) found itself
at Bra&ka, ahead of Nachod.

It sent out (to reconnoitre without delay, along the
road to Newstadt) one squadron of dragoons and half
a company of Jager; on the broken and wooded ground
north of Branka, towards Kramolna, where some enemy
cavalry had been seen, one company of Jager; on the
road to Skalitz, one squadron supported by one battalion
(the Srd of the 37th, which was incomplete for the time
being, owing to half the Bojan battalion being late),
which were to occupy Wysokow.

Steinmetz arrived at Nachod about 8; he received
there a report that the advance guard had debouched
without meeting the enemy. Thinking that the day-
would be passed without encountering any difficulties,
he informed the 2nd division of the Guard that he did
not think he ought to ask for the assistance they had
offered him at Kronow.

The commander of the advance guard was busy